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On May 26 in San Jose, the Central American Commission for the Defense of Human Rights
(CODEHUCA) released its 1991 annual report. In statements to reporters, CODEHUCA president
Vilma Nunez said, "Despite statements to the contrary, the human rights situation in [Central
America] is deteriorating every day. We may have democratically elected governments, but
the social justice issue remains pending." Nunez noted that despite advances in regional peace
processes, systematic violations of civil and political rights aimed at repressing popular movements
are on the upswing. The report cited assassinations in Guatemala; the resurgence of death squads
and brutal repression of peasants seeking land reform in Honduras; lack of compliance with peace
accords in El Salvador; militarization of the Costa Rican police force; "the conspiracy of silence"
surrounding the December 1989 US invasion of Panama, and the continued presence of US troops
30 months later; social disintegration in Nicaragua; and, urban violence in Belize. Nunez said that in
addition to infringement on civil and political rights, consideration must be given to economic, social
and cultural rights. According to Nunez, economic structural adjustment programs, implemented
throughout the region at the behest of multilateral financial institutions, have exacerbated income
and wealth inequity. She said that neoliberal policies were directly responsible for increased
unemployment and a severe reductioin in basic health care, education, and social welfare services.
According to CODEHUCA, economic injustice is the underlying cause of continued human rights
violations in Central America. The report states that popular protest actions are rooted in economic
injustice. Regional governments have typically reacted to protests with imprisonment, repression,
persecution, torture and death. (Basic data from Inter Press Service, 05/26/92)
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